
Have you seen our 
redesigned website? 

 

The primary objectives of our new site efforts were focused on providing our visitors improved aesthetics 
and simplifying our content. 
 
The new design also allows for streamlined menus and clear navigation. 
 

•  We updated the security on our website.  
•  We are now ADA complaint and provide a better online experience for people with disabilities. 
•  Our website now translates into any language.   
•  Mobility design now allows users better design to connect with you.   
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Other ways of getting information on what 
is happening in the city:  
 
The City is required to publish all public hearings 
in the newspaper.  We publish in the West 
Bloomfield Beacon and/or Oakland Press.  
 
To help keep you informed, we also post notices 
on our Website.  Click on legal notices from the 
home page.  Meeting minutes are also a good 
resource to use when you are unable to attend a 
meeting.  The website calendar provides 
information too.  Click on the event on the 
calendar for additional event information. 
 

City Council’s regular monthly meetings are 
televised lived on Comcast channel 15.  These are 
also recorded so you can watch on-demand online 
at https://civiccentertv.com/on-demand/  
 
You will also see event reminders on the bottom of 
your Water/Sewer bill.   
 
Residents have two social networks which they 
communicate through.  On Facebook, search 
“Sylvan Lake What’s going on?”  Also, a private 
social network for Sylvan Lake residents is 
Nextdoor.com.  Type this in your search engine to 
join.  You must provide a Sylvan Lake address to 
join Nextdoor. 

Newsbytes are emails sent periodically for 
information, updates, and events.  

 Communication with our residents is very 
important and we want you to know the latest of 
what is going on in the city.  Help us to help you.  
Set up an email account just for these important 
messages.  Sign up for these newsbytes on our 
home page www.Sylvanlake.org They will be 
delivered to your email. 

All we can do is send the information.  It is up to 
the individual to read it. 

Sign up to receive important 
alerts! 

We are encouraging residents to 
get on board by signing up for 

newsbytes. 

https://civiccentertv.com/on-demand/
http://www.sylvanlake.org/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Sylvan Lake is a unique community and the volunteers make it a great community. Sylvan Lake is a unique community and the volunteers make it a great community. 

Nancy Hunger, a long-time resident and Monarch Butterfly 
enthusiast is working on a plan to create the Monarch Mile 
along the Clinton River Trail. She has submitted a grant 
application with ITC to help fund the improvements. 

The Monarch Mile is a project that encourages us all to support 
environmental choices along the trail that will support habitat 
that is friendly to Monarchs and other pollinating butterflies. 
This includes the planting of milkweed, and other deer 
resistant, native, nectar producing plants along with the 
installation of incubation stations, placards, and observation 
benches. 

State Representative Brenda Carter is working on an initiative to make 
the Monarch our official State insect. The passage of House Bill 4467 
would raise awareness of the environmental importance of supporting 
Monarch habitat, and how the species’ struggle for survival significantly 
impacts so very many Michigan plant species. Representative Carter is 
an enthusiastic supporter of The Monarch Mile, and we look forward to 
her Bill passing, and having a celebration on the trail this summer!! 

 

Monarch Mile Volunteers have planted 350 individual plants along this 
section of the project. Several milkweed varieties, and flowering nectar 
producing plants will grow, bloom, and attract the butterflies all summer 
long. Thank you all who have donated, contributed, and volunteered. 

 

Honored at the 
Annual Michigan 
Week Breakfast 

 Congratulations to the 
Sylvan Lake residents 
who received honors 
at the Annual 
Michigan Week 
Breakfast. 
 
Terri Etter and Mark 
Wood accepted the 
Hidden-Treasures 
awards.  Thank you, 
Terri and Mark for 
your volunteered time 
on the Parks & Rec 
Committee Projects 
and printing and 
framing photos and 
maps for the city. 
 

Phillip Thomas 
accepted the 
Environmental 
Stewardship 
Award.  Thank you, 
Phil, for volunteering 
endless hours to help 
beautify, maintain 
and preserve Sylvan-
Otter Lakes.   

Also, the Greater West 
Bloomfield Historical 
Society was 
recognized for their 
Apple Island Tours 
and National Register 
of Historic Places. 

 

Mark Wood    Phil Thomas    Terri Etter 

Come be part of the tradition!  
 
The Annual Ice Cream Social is put on by the 
Sylvan Lake Garden Club, August 15, 2019 
from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 
 
There are a variety of homemade desserts 
and beverages to choose from. 
 
The Garden Club helps beautify the city 
through cleaning and planting at Memorial 
Park.  Annually they hold a perennial plant 
exchange and ice cream social. 
 
They occasionally have speakers at their 
luncheons and some evening events. 
The annual Memorial Day Parade is a 
treasured event for residents, and we thank 
the many volunteers it takes to make this 
happen.  Come and participate Memorial 
Day. 
 
Sylvan Lake Home and Garden Tour hosts a 
display of diverse homes and gardens to 
enhance the beatification of the city and help 
raise funds for city projects. 
 
Parks & Recreation Committee holds many 
events throughout the year:  Euchre 
Tournament & Chili Cook-off, Easter Egg 
Hunt, Sylvan Shuffle, Road Rally, Wine 
Tasting Events, park cleanups and more.  
Watch for updates for coming events.  New 
this fall – haunted trail! 
 
Other volunteers include Planning 
Commission, Board of Review, Zoning Board 
of Appeals, dock committee, cable 
commission, and the Tri-City Fire Board. 
 

One of many Plant Sale and 
Exchange days.  This is a 
wonderful event jointly hosted 
by the Sylvan Lake and Keego 
Harbor Garden Clubs.  Plant 
enthusiasts (or novices) can 
bring plants to trade, or 
purchase.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                    
 
                                                                                                                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Much more than just parades and parties. 

Safe Drinking Water 
It is Everybody’s responsibility! 
 
You should all be familiar with the water system in 
your home or business.  It is important to understand 
where the water comes from, and where it goes.  
Visualize what would happen if the water flow 
suddenly reversed its direction.  Think about that 
hose connected to your laundry tub with the end 
submerged while your washing machine is 
discharging?  That is a very common example of a 
Cross Connection.   

Cross Connection? 
A cross-connection is an arrangement of piping or 
fixtures through which a backflow could occur. Think 
of the things around your home or business which 
contain water you wouldn’t want to drink; lawn 
sprinklers, mop buckets, toilet tanks, pools, etc. Any 
city water connection to these items, and others, 
forms an avenue through which the contents may 
backflow into your drinking water system 
The potential for dirty water being back siphoned 
into your water system can be easily corrected by 
installing an inexpensive hose connection vacuum 
breaker – on your laundry tub, or outside faucet.  
Other examples of cross connections are lawn 
sprinklers, swimming pools, and boilers.  Those must 
be equipped with the appropriate backflow 
prevention device.  In most instances they require 
professional installation, and the device must be 
tested annually by a certified tester.  

FOG 
Fats, Oil and Grease 

 
Help stop FOG from clogging your home drains and 
City Sanitary Sewer System. 
 
Where does it come from?  
Homes, restaurants, schools, churches, food 
processing plants, hospitals, hotels, shopping malls 
and many other establishments produce FOG.   
 
It’s found in things like:   
x Meat Fats  x Lard  x Butter  
x Cooking Oil  x Shortening x Margarine 
x Cooking Scraps    x Sauces x Dressings 
 
Why shouldn’t fats, oils and grease 
go down the drain? 
When FOG goes down the drain it enters into the   
sanitary sewer system and sticks to the inside of 
sewer pipes. It will build up and harden in the pipes 
and cause blockages which result in Sanitary Sewer 
Overflows and sewage backups in your home.  
Sanitary Sewer Overflows are a potential threat to 
our health, homes and environment. 65% of all sewer 
spills are FOG-related. 

What can you do? 

Never pour oil and grease 
down the sink, toilet or 
any drains.  

Put used oil and grease in 
covered containers and 
cans for proper disposal.  

Wipe down greasy pots 
and pans with a dry paper 
towel and dispose of in 
the trash.  

Scrape food scraps and 
discards into the trash. 
Avoid using the garbage 
disposal.  

 

Don’t use a garbage 
disposal to get rid of 
grease- it grinds it into 
smaller pieces, but it    
doesn’t keep grease from 
going down the drain.  

Don’t run hot water over 
greasy pans or use hot 
water to wash grease 
down the drain. The 
grease will eventually cool 
and congeal in your pipes. 

 

Trash and Recycling 
Help the system 

and keep trash fees down. 
Don't put these items into your 

curbside bin or cart. 
 

10 common things that muck up recycling.  
• Plastic bags 
• Garden hoses 
• Wiring and electrical cords 
• Coat hangers 
• Auto parts, pots and pans 
• Old cassette and VHS tapes 
• Styrofoam or foam plastic 
• Pizza boxes (unless free of all food and most 

grease) 
• Plastic plates, plastic knives/forks/spoons 

Tissue paper, paper towels  
• Anything with food! 

 

Bottom line? Take your recycling rejects to an official 
"drop-off" center, where they can be properly sorted. 
Or, toss 'em in the trash. 
 
Your daily caffeine habit is not very earth-friendly 
after all. The only thing that’s recyclable on a coffee 
cup is the kraft sleeve.  
 
Metal lids on glass jars, or plastic lids on metal jars 
should go in the recycling bin separately. Same goes 
for the plastic lid on an aluminum coffee can. 
 
Toss any paper product smaller than a sticky note.  
 

How do I donate 
To the City? 

There are several things you can do to help 
keep our little City great. 

 
Giving of your time is often more valuable than 
giving a donation.  Sometimes we have great ideas 
for programs and events but lack the manpower to 
help make them happen.  Watch for newsbytes! 
 
We always graciously accept financial donations.   
Donations take the burden off the general fund and 
allow more “things” to happen in the City.  All 
donations to the City are tax deductible.  You can 
earmark your funds to something general like, parks 
and recreation, or Memorial Day parade, Public 
Safety, or beautification.  Or they can be more 
specific – Family Fun day, or shop with a hero, 
hosted by the police department is an example.  Or 
any of the individual events. 
 
If you are interested in donating toward a specific 
physical item, that item must be approved by the 
City.  Please see the Sponsorship and Donation 
guidelines on the City’s Website. 
 
 

 

Donating a Bench 
 

 

You can purchase a bench, 
or donate toward the 
purchase of one, to be 
placed in one of our parks, 
or along the Clinton River 
Trail, in memory or honor of 
a friend or relative.  We only 
use one type of bench  
 with the hope of having them all match in the near 
future.  The donor can choose text to be placed on 
a 3” x 10” plaque on the back of the bench.  The 
donor will have input on the location, but both the 
final location and wording are subject to approval for 
appropriateness by the City.  Currently the cost of a 
bench, including the concrete pad, is $1,500. 
 

Donating a Tree 
You may choose to donate a tree to be planted in one of our parks following our sponsorship and donation 
policy.  We have a landscape plan for our boulevards, and we are working on a landscape plan for our parks.  
That will assist in determining species of tree and possible planting locations.  You are encouraged to suggest a 
type and location, but the final decision will be made by the City.  A tree may be planted in the Road right-of-
way (ROW) in front of your home following the ROW policy with the type and location being approved by the 
City.  Plaques or markers are not allowed with donated trees.   

DO NOT place or plant anything on City property without permission.   It will be removed and disposed of. 
 

Donating a Bench 
 

 



Planning & Zoning News 
The community has been engaged in conversations 
prompted by a recent conceptual design for 
development.  That offers a good opportunity to 
have a larger conversation about planning and 
zoning in the city.   

What is the Master Plan? The city’s Master 
Plan is the long-range vision for the community. 
The Master Plan is a result of research, analysis, 
and public engagement at the time of its creation 
and approval.  Through an understanding of the 
community’s history and current conditions, the 
city can plan to address challenges the future may 
bring and guide positive change. The Plan lays out 
strategies for strengthening the city’s beautiful 
neighborhoods, preserving natural resources and 
improving the commercial corridor. It’s important 
to remember, though, that the Master Plan is the 
vision—it is not where the rules and regulation for 
the actual development of the property are found. 

What is the Zoning Ordinance? The zoning 
ordinance is the legal framework by which 
development is regulated. The basis for zoning is 
the community’s Master Plan, and the two should 
work together to accomplish the goals of the Plan. 
This helps residents, developers, and property 
owners know what to expect as well as helps the 
city review and approve development applications. 
That said, because it is much more specific than the 
Master Plan, the zoning ordinance may contain 
additional or different concepts from the Master 
Plan as relates to a specific parcel of property. 

What does the Master Plan say about the 
Whitfield School property? In the 2014 Master 
Plan, the city took a proactive approach to the 
Whitfield School Property. Knowing the 10-acre 
site could eventually be available for development, 
the city considered how redevelopment of this 
significant property at the “gateway” to the city 
could really impact the rest of the corridor – either 
in a positive or negative way. The city also 
recognized the importance of a strong, healthy, 
commercial corridor, on long-term property values 
city-wide. It was envisioned that a mix of 
commercial and residential uses designed to 
support walkability could be a catalyst for renewed 
investment along Orchard Lake Road. The plan 
notes that development should have pedestrian 

access to the Clinton River Trail and residential neighborhoods, and those building heights should generally 
be 2-3 stories along Orchard Lake Road with 1-2 story structures adjacent to the Clinton River Trail. 

Why hasn’t the school site been redeveloped? The Zoning Ordinance, the legal tool by which 
development is regulated, still classifies the site as being zoned CS – Community Service. This reflects the 
former use of the site as a school and allows for similar public uses. Because the parcel is zoned Community 
Service, a rezoning to another district or use of the Planned Unit Development option is needed for any type 
of redevelopment. While the Master Plan describes a vision of a mixed-use development, there is not a 
specific zoning district that permits a mix of uses or accommodates a higher density that may be needed to 
offset development costs.  

What is the city doing? This year, following a conceptual development proposal, the Planning Commission 
began to study ways in which to bring the zoning rules more in line with the Master Plan and the likely future 
use of the property for private purposes. The end goal: to see the school site developed in a way that results in 
creative, attractive, meaningful development that encourages reinvestment in the Orchard Lake Road corridor 
and supports the long-term strength of the city’s neighborhoods.  

It’s true that change is the only constant. Expect to see more public conversations about how the city can 
guide that change in a way that leads to a positive, sustainable future for all of the city’s residents and 
businesses. 

Why has the city not been weighing in on the conceptual development plan for this property 
more?  The development of any property follows a legal process set forth in state laws. As relates to the 
bodies that are likely to decide on any proposed development (the Planning Commission and City Council), 
those laws contemplate that any development be discussed in the open, at public meetings – so that both the 
property owner and interested citizens can see and understand the process and be sure that the 
decisionmakers are appropriately addressing their concerns. 

What’s next with the proposed conceptual development?  Nothing has been approved with this 
conceptual design.  The steps are simple in nature but require a great deal of investigation and conversation.  
At the August 6, 2019 Planning Commission meeting, Planning Commission may again be discussing a 
potential ordinance amendment that will meet the goals stated above.  Based on that discussion, an ordinance 
amendment will be drafted by the Planning Consultant.  Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing to 
receive public input on the proposed amendment.  Planning Commission will then make a recommendation 
to City Council.  City Council, at the next regular meeting following the Planning Commission 
recommendation, will consider that recommendation.  City Council can approve, deny, or approve with 
changes, the proposed ordinance amendment before them.  When that process is completed, a potential 
developer and the City will have the tools they need in place to begin working on a development plan.     

That will begin a new process with a potential developer working with the City Manager, Planner, and 
then Planning Commission on a plan.  After initial review, the Planning Commission will eventually hold a 
Public Hearing on a specific plan to receive public input.  The Planning Commission and City Council will 
follow the same recommendation and approval process as for the zoning text amendment. 

Master Plan Update-At the August 6, 2019, meeting Planning Commission will also begin discussions on 
updating the Master Plan with guidance from our Planner’s at Giffels Webster.  There will be a lot of 
community involvement and we expect participation from all of you as we layout the blueprint for the City’s 
future.   

City Hall goes above and beyond what is required, and more than most communities, in an attempt to keep 
residents informed of what is happening in Sylvan Lake.  Make sure you not only sign up to receive Newsbytes 
(periodic emails of events and information) but read them to see if something applies to you.  You are 
encouraged to share them with your neighbors, on Facebook, and Nextdoor.     

Development in Sylvan Lake 
How does that work? 

We could fill this entire newsletter explaining the 
importance of appropriate development and 
redevelopment to keep any City viable and 
vibrant.  Explaining how development works with 
the Master Plan, Zoning Ordinance, current 
zoning of property, rezoning of property if 
required, or a Planned Unit Development, etc., 
could fill another newsletter.  Explaining the 
process behind all of those could fill a book!   

If a piece of property is in a specific zoning 
classification; Residential or Commercial for 
example, the review and approval process is 
generally straightforward, but that doesn’t mean 
it is easy.  There are certain criteria that must be 
met for the type of use, and criteria that must be 
met for the development of the property.  
Depending on the complexity, that review could 
be relatively simple.  An example would be a 
“simple” new home plan or addition, or minor 
change on a commercial property.  Those reviews 
are currently completed by the City Manager.  

Larger commercial projects may take several 
meetings and plan revisions to make sure 
pedestrian and vehicular circulation, ingress and 
egress, parking, setbacks, lighting, architecture, 
building height, floor plan, dumpster location, 
screening, landscaping, etc. are correct. The 
initial reviews for that type of development are 
completed by the City Manager and Professional 
Planner.  After it is determined that the required 
elements are shown on the plan, it is forwarded 
to the Planning Commission for review and 
approval.  That process could take several weeks 
or months, depending on the complexity of the 
project, and information received.  There are also 
special uses that require additional reviews and 
considerations, a public hearing held by the 
Planning Commission, and City Council approval – 
the sale of alcohol at a restaurant, outdoor 
seating, or building a gas station are examples. 

The following information is a brief description of 
what the Master Plan and Zoning Ordinance are 
and how they work together.   
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